_ in the extreme, and the odour of a i 
is revolting. They perform all the lowest ki 


rking in leather. They take charge of t ie 0 
as soon as it dies. They remove the sk 





sandals are strong, comfortable, can: sometim 
a ‘ornamental. His manner of working, and hi 

as simple as his life. He often gets paid in 
_ little fodder for his buffalo, so many measures 


Is for the ryots, belts for the bulls, | 
ur of agriculture ; and for these he has 
te leather himself; but for the large: 
buckets, the ‘master must find th 














and resort, ‘to th 
their necessaries. In such cases, the 
- | payment from the Madigas for the skins. 
i animals. The hides and skins, which 1 rem 
"tk | demands have been satisfied, are sold ‘ 
ts from the Tamil districts, and there is — 
ly a central agent, to whom the various sub- 
ts send their collections, and by him they are dried | 
salted and sent to Madras for tanning. In the — 
a district, children have little leather strings hang- 
‘om the left shoulder, like the sacred cord of the © 
ib , from which is suspended a bag containing 
teing put in it by a Madiga, to charm away all 
ms of disease from the infant wearer.’ F 
“In some places bones are collected by the Madivele fs 
‘the Labbais ‘eer by whom they ate 4 






















south, and informs them that he jeaestnes a shoe isi a 
each of them. They whitewash their houses, prewins 
god, and spread rice-flour thickly on the floor of a 
peeich i is locked for the night. Next morning the : 











When realty: it is taken! | 
ssion through the streets of the village, a: 
to Tirupati, where it is presented at 























_ sponded by a cloth passed under his a 
_ Madigas always swing him, and have to pra 
hide ropes, which are used.* * 
_ In an exceedingly interesting account of th 
val of the village goddess Uramma, at Kudligi 
Bellary district, Mr. F. Fawcett writes as follows. 


and join in the procession, A quantity of rice 

flour is poured into a basket, over which on 
“village servants cuts the throat of a small b 
The carcase is laid on the bloody flour, and t 
covered with old cloths, and placed on the 
Madiga, who stands for some time in front ol 
goddess. The goddess i is then carried a few yards, t 
- Madiga walking in front, while a hole is dug 
to her, and the basket of bloody flour and the t 
_carcase are buried. After some dancing by the M. 
- Basivis to the music of the tom-tom, the Madigas 
five new pots, and worship them. A buffalo, } 
to the goddess after the last festival, is then d 


start in procession round the village, a} 
for a ae peaneoss ‘leas Azadir 


Seiten who followed him, who have be: 

Eee than twenty-four hours, now eat. 
s fed. This Madiga is said to be in 

le leading the procession, for the spirit or 


the goddess comes over him. He swoons be 


oddess.” 
‘goddess Udisalamma, at Bandri in the 


ict, is given by Mr. Fawcett. 
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BUFFALO SACRIFICE. 


ct im tied round its neck, ‘This 
here as a very inauspicious 








(Kistna) district inams (lands rent free) are held from 
Government by certain families of Madigas for perform- 
ing it. Besides the buffalo, large numbers of sheep and ” 

goats, and fowls are sacrificed, each householder giving 
at least one animal. The head Madiga, who kills the 
© animals, takes the carcase, and distributes the flesh: 
‘among the members of his family. Often cases come 
into the Courts to decide who has the right to kill them. 
As the sacrifice cannot wait for the tedious processes 
of the law, the elders of the village settle the question 
at once, pending an appeal to the Court. But, in the 

_ town of Masulipatam, a Madiga is specially licensed by 

the Municipality for the purpose, and all disputes are 

~ avoided.” 

In some localities, during epidemics of small-pox or » 
cholera, the Madigas celebrate a festival in honour of 
Mariamma, for the expenses of which a general subscrip- 

' tion is raised, to which all castes contribute. A booth 
is erected ina grove, or beneath a margosa or Strychnos 
Nux-vomica tree, within which a decorated pot (kara- 

gam) is placed on a platform. The pot is usually filled 
with water, and its mouth closed by a cocoanut. In 
front of the pot a screen is set up, and covered with 

. a white cloth, on which rice, plantains, and cakes 
are placed, with a mass of flour, in which a cavity is. 

scooped out to hold a lighted wick fed with ghi (clarified 

butter), or gingelly oil. A goat is sacrificed, and its 
head, with a flour-light on it, placed close to the pot. 
The food, which has been offered to the goddess, is 

_ distributed. On the last day of the festival, the pot 

is carried in procession through the village, and goats _ 

are sacrificed at the four cardinal points of the compass. 

The pot is deposited at a spot where three roads 

Saget and a Goat, Age deat: — pomp, ‘e ie 


































ae The Madigas sometimes call themselves 
and claim to be descended from Jambu or Adi 
vadu, who is perhaps the Jambuvan of the R 
Some Madigas, called Sindhuvallu, go about - 
‘scenes from the Mahabaratha and Ramayana, or 
story of Ankalamma. They also assert that they fell 
their present low position as the result of a curse, 
‘tell the following story. /Kamadhenu, the sacred ¢ 
of the Puranas, was yielding plenty of milk, which 

Dévas alone used. Vellamanu, a Madiga boy, ¥ 
‘anxious to taste the milk, but was advised by Adi J 
vadu to abstain from it. He, however, secured 
by stealth, and thought that the flesh would be sy 
still. Learning this, Kamadhenu died. The Dévas 
its carcase into four parts, of which they gave one 
Adi Jambuvadu. But they wanted the cow bra 
back to life, and each brought his share of it for the 
pose of reconstruction. But Vellamanu had cut a 
of the flesh, boiled it, and breathed on it, so that, 
the animal was recalled to life, its chin sank, 
flesh thereof had been defiled. This led to the 
Peed of the Madigas in the social scale. The foll 
variant of this legend is given in the Mysore 
ee 1891. ‘‘ At a remote period, Jimbava R 
"sage, was one day questioned by Isvara (Siva) v 
hea was habitually late at the Divine = 




















fesicoal, and prevailed upon the others to ‘par 
este ake of the meat. On his return from Isvara’s Court, 
; -_Jambava found the inmates of his hermitage eating the 
8 cow's beef and took both a and Yugamuni” 





Ethe doorway. Isvara seems to have cursed clieen 
‘become Chandalas or outcasts. Hence, Sankya’s © 
pendants are, from his having stood on the righ 


‘those who sprang from NEROE and his wife Matangi 
‘Jare called left-hand caste or Madigas.” The occu- 
i "pation of the latter is said also to be founded on ine 
% ief that, by making shoes for baci the sin their 


d the cow in order to make shoes from the skin,’ 
ting the utter worthlessness and i of the: i 






dynasty in the Canarese ae stat the 
i believed by some to be F Seaeieasre: = 
















was the younger brother and successor of Kirttivar 
and whose reign commenced in Saka 489 (A.D. 
» and terminated in Saka 532 (A.D. 610-11). Of 
' Matangas nothing is known, except the menti 
_ them. But Matanga means ‘a Chandala, a man of 
i “lowest caste, an outcast, a kirata mountaineer, a bar- 
~ barian ' ; and the Madigas, z.e., the Mahangs of this 
aah of the country, usually call themselves Matan 
makkalu, z.e., the children of Matangi or Durga, \ y 

é ite their goddess. It is probable, therefore, that 
Matangas of this inscription were some aboriginal fa 

~ of but little power, and not of sufficient importance 
have left any record of themselves.” There are all 
to Matangas in the Ramayana, and in Kadambari, a 
Sanskrit work, the chieftain of the Cabaras is st ‘led 
-Matanga. The tutelary deity of the Madig 
Mathamma or Matangi, who is said to be worsh 
_ by the Kématis under the name of Kanak 

f ~The relations between the Madigas and K6n 
_ dealt with in the note on the Hatter caste. 






‘ ing the goddess, with Sa 
ae | nipienceel to ferric the 















ays reply ‘“‘Memu pedda inti vallamu,” z.e., we are of 
big house. The following legend is current in the 
“Cuddapah district concerning a pool in the Rayachoti 
taluk called Akkadévatalakolam, or the pool of the holy — 
sters. ‘A thousand years ago, there lived near the 
ool a king, who ruled over all this part of the country. — 
ae king had as his commander-in-chief a Madiga. 
nis Madiga madc himself powerful and independent, © 
and built himself a residence on a hill still called Madiga — 
Vanidoorgam. At last he revolted, and defeated the 
1g. On entering the king’s palace, he found seven — 
utiful virgins, the king’s daughters, to all of whom he — 
ice made overtures of marriage. They declined the — 
x; and, when the AW wished to use fore, they. 





- Gampa cts, basket offering. 
Ginna or thél dhompti, tray or cup offering. 
ami do. earth offering. 
do, _ winnowing basket offering. 
do. brass vessel offering. 


do, square space on the aie: he 


ayy 
ee 



















Bs aibilages, bi 2a Gampa dhompti alas it ina basket a 
a Bhimi dhompti on the floor. Each sub-division» 
possesses many exogamous septs, of which the following 


are examples :— bia 
Belli, silver. Kaththi, knife. 
Chinthala, tamarind. Kudumala, cake, 
Chatla, winnowing basket. | Kunchan, tassel. 
Darala, thread. Midathala, locust. 
Emme, buffalo. Mallela, or malli, jasmine. 
Gavala, cowry shells. Nanniru, four hundred. 
Golkonda, a town. Pothula, buffalo. 


Kambha, post. Ragi, Z/eusine Coracana, 


Jalam, slowness. | Pasula, cow. 
Kappala, frog. Sikili, broom. a 


Kalahasti, a town. Théla, scorpion, . 
Kaththe, donkey. 


There seems to be some connection between the 
| Madigas, the-Mutrachas, and..Gollas. For, at times of: 
“marriage, the Madiga sets aside one thambilam (betel 
‘ leaf and areca nut) for the Mutracha, and, in some places, 
extends the honour to the Golla also. At the marriage 
ceremonies of the Pini Gollas, an elaborate and costly i 
form of Ganga worship is performed, in connection with. 
which it isthe Madiga musicians, called Madiga Pambala 
vandlu, who draw the designs in colour-powders on 
the floor. , ‘a 

‘The Madigas observe the panchayat or tribal 
council system for the adjustment of disputes, and settle-_ 
ment of various questions at issue among members 
of the community. The headman is called Pedda (big) 

Madiga, whose office is hereditary; and he is assisted 
‘by two elected officers called Dharmakartha and 
Kulambantrothu. 

Widow remarriage (udike) is freely permitted, and» 
tthe woman a children are received in in 





. given to her, if she has aay guil fa 
ide '§ price. varies in amount, being hy highs 


e recorded. On the iatsurdhain (wedding 


ony called pradhanam (chief thing) is | 
st ep is sacrificed to the marriage ppt. 


acrificer dips his hands in the blood of the a 
apresses the blood on his palms on the * 
Be een to the room in which the pots. are 


ice bonthu (unbleached cotton thread), 


ic paste. The maternal uncle of the baad 


rs, Mutrachas, Gollas, Madigas, 
, and the assembled guests. _ The Pee 
ift, at one try, a tray 

te Ly ith his ae hand. jo dape he 























MADIGA BRIDAL PAIR, 


e ittccncs belong. An illustration may be | Ike 
the peers te The contracting et 


of the mass. Pija (worship) is performed, and 
“is distributed among the daughters of the h 
“other near relations, but not among members 
s dhomptis. The bride and bridegroom take” 
ay y 
ee portion from the mass, which is called dhonga Q 

“or the mass that is stolen. The bottt: is said’ 
ms usually tied by the Madiga priest kno 


vatiga, or drummer. This office is here 
























a much brawling and noise, owing to the quantity ms 
~)of liquor consumed on such occasions. Among the 
" Madigas, as among the Kammas, Gangimakkulu, and | 
Malas, marriage is said not to be consummated until 
thtée months after its celebration. This is apparently: 
ause it is considered unlucky to have three heads of 
‘a household within a year of marriage. By the delay, 
the birth of the child should take place only in the, 
second year, so that, during the first year, there will be 
‘only two heads, husband and wife: 

_-, At the first menstrual period a girl is under pollution 
i for ten days, when she bathes. Betel leaves and nuts, 
)and'a rupee are placed in front of the Pedda Medias 





oe: is killed in front of the door, and a mark ated on 
her face with the blood. 
The Madigas dispose of their dead both by burial | 
@id cremation. The body is said to be “ buried naked, © 
cept forafewleaves. Children are interred face down- 
rds, ~Pregnant-women are burnt. The bier is usually 
of the milk-hedge (Auphordia Tirucallt) plant.”* 
grave is dug by a Mala Vettivadu. The chinna- 
ceremony is performed on the third day. On 





























So§ The peddadhinam is performed, gies 
on a Wednesday or Sunday, towards theiek 


‘food thereto. Food is also offered to the crows 
relations of the deceased, and thrown into a fi 
tank (pond), if the crows do not eat it. They 
to a tank, and make on the bank thereof an eff 
the dead person was a female. To married 4 
winnows and oe nang are offered. The ban 


Pambalas, and if a Maange} is available, homage 
to her. 


and barbers. “a in the northern districts, the 
washerman does their washing, the cloths being s 
in water, and left for the washerman to take, | 
Madigas,” Mr. Francis writes,* “ may not use the w 
of the better classes, though, when water is scar 
get over this last prohibition by employing some — 
the higher ranks to draw water for them from 
-. wells, and pour it into their chatties. In other d 
anh have to act as their own barbers and wa 













‘would otherwise attach to them.” 
ke many castes, the apie have beggar class 


The Dakkalis may not enter the Madiga ' 
ment. They sing songs in praise of the Madigas, © 
‘willingly remunerate them, as their curses are — 
Fed to be very effective. The Mastigas may enter — 
settlement, but not the huts. It is said to be a good 
‘toa Lingayat, if he seesa Madiga coming in front. 
Gosangi is often used as a synonym for Madiga. |. 
ther synonym is Puray abatta, which is said to mean 
ale older than the world by six months. At the 
adras census, 1901, Chakara, Chundi, and Pavini or 
ani were returned us sub-castes, and Mayikkan was - 
senas the Malabar equivalent for Madiga. 
oncerning the Madigas of Mysore, Mr. T. Ananda 
writes as follows.* ‘“ The Madigas are by religion 
hnavites, Saivites, and Sakteyas, and have five — 
ent gurus belonging to mutts at Kadave, Kodihalli, 
li, Nelamangala, and Konkallu. The tribe is 
imes called Jambava or Matanga. It is divided 
> two independent sub-divisions, the Desabhaga and 
a hers, between whom there is no intermarriage. 
er, Atough under ae above named mutts, 































a 


e a. and their work as tanners, shoe-mak 
~ Only 355 persons returned gétras, such as 
“Mareecha, and Jambava-rishi.” At the Mysore 
1891, some Madigas actually returned themselyi 
_Matanga Brahmans, producing for the occasion a ¢ 
so-called Purana as their charter. 
Madivala.—See Agasa. 
Madukkaran.—See Gangeddu. 


apparently meaning sweet liquor, and not t | 
of Madura. 

Magadha Kani.—Recorded, at times of o 
as a sub-division of Bhatrazu. 

Maggam.—Maggam, Magga, and Maggada,r 
loom, have been recorded as exogamous septs of K 
Malas, and Holeyas, some of whom are weavers. 
[eee sub-division of Bhatrazu, 


ief, in Southern India, that the fragrant m 
c = a tiny wre which is mot 






















Iman of the latter caste goes by this name. 
ahant.—The Mahant is the secular head and | 
e of the temple at Tirumala (Upper Tirupati) in A 
North Arcot district, and looks after the worldly _ 
3 of the swami (god). “Tirupati,” Mr. H. A. Stuart, , 
;* “unlike most other temples, has no dancing- 
ls attached to it, and not to be strictly continent upon: 
acred hill is a hanged sin. Of late years, howevenis 





them, and the pilgrims follow suit, Everythiag™ 3 
y held to betoken the approaching downfall of the — 
emple’s greatness. The irregular life of the Mahant _ 
Das sixty years ago caused a great ferment... ; 
h similar conduct now would probably hardly — 
notice. He was ae from his office by _ 


ete Balaram las, however, collected ni a boa of 
led peons from the — and, arming them, 





el ves up in an inner apartment. In an oa 
one man was killed, and three were | 









' the math was that which ended in the comin if 
present Mahant's predecessor, Bhagavan Das. 









‘coins of considerable value, which were supped 
have been buried beneath the great flagstaff. As 


For this he was again sent to jail, for six months, 4 
required to furnish security to be of good behavion 


K Fei nor of Madras, seat # vihile the municinalan 
was being read to me, a huge elephant, belonging t t 
| Zemindar of Kalahastri, a great temporal chief, ch 










ore rapidly, ae than we did in Ireland.” is 
Mahanti—Mahanti is, in the pre ‘ 





ms. The Mahantis of Orissa are said to | 
their be Swaine whereas in Ganjam 


a castes, 
ea title of peso 


ailari_—The Mailaris are a class of beggars, who” 
aid* to “call themselves a sub-division of the / 


















- Maj ji—Recorded as a title of Sane Doluva 
- Kurumos, and as a sept of Nagaralus. In the M 
_ Census Report, 1901, it is described as a title gt 
_ the head peons of Bissdyis in the Maliahs. . 
, Majjiga (butter-milk).—An exogamous sept of 
Majjula.—A sub-division of Korono. 
Majjulu.—Recorded, in the Madras Census Re 
1901, as “cultivators in Vizagapatam, and shika 
(hunters) and fishermen in Ganjam. They have 
endogamous divisions, the Majjulus and the RB 
Majjulus, the members of the latter of which wear 
sacred thread, and will not eat with the forme 
their customs they closely resemble the Kapus, of 
‘caste they are perhaps a sub-division. For thei 
‘monies they employ Oriya Brahmans, and Telugu Nan 
‘Widow marriage is allowed. iba burn their de 














of a Dravidian root can be fengehened | in this way. wh 
aow of no other derivation of Mala. [In C. P. . 
yn's Telugu Dictionary it is derived from maila, 
y.| ‘The Malas are almost equally inferior in posi- i 
to the Madigas. They eat beef and drink heavily, ; 
1 are debarred entrance to the temples and the use” 
: a ordinary village wells, and have to serve as their P| 
M barbers and washermen. They are the musicians, 
ye-community, and many of them (for example in 
villages near Jammalamadugu in the Cuddapah ie 
i weave the coarse white cotton fabrics usually worn 
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e Madigas, whom they eaten for eating carrion, 
eh they eat beef themselves. 
th Malas and Tamil Paraiyans belong to the rights :. 
section. In the Bellary district the Malas are 
ered to be the servants of the Banajigas (traders) 
m they do certain services, and act as 
gers (chalavathi) on the occasion of marria 
nerals. At marriages, six Malas selected 
families, lead the procession, carrying flag 












. ; 
a 


festivals to the deities, begging, and telling for 
Sp aa are called Nityula (N itiyadasu, | 


Se ie sineadas, Médaras, ,. Madigas Beri Chettis, Boys 
Pa Bhatrazus. The condition of the Malas has, in r 
E times, been aineliorated by their reception into m 
schools. 


- Madras on appeal afew years ago, a Mala, who 

convert to Christianity, was sentenced to confinem 

the stocks for using abusive language. 

_ Summing up, stated that “the test seems to be noe 

is the offender's creed, w hether Muhammadan, Christ 
If he belongs to 





Malas followed, to see whether the bridegroom 
Id mount it. To the disgust of the Madigas, the 
ang man refused to get on it, from fear lest he should » 


"the share which the Malas take in a village et 
Cuddapah district, an excellent account is gi 
ishop Whitehead.* “The village officials 


, among other things, a barren sheep and t 
_Peddamma and Chinnamma are represented by 
apes of female form made for the occasion, nd 
ed in a temporary shrine of cloth stretched over f 
a On the appointed evening, rice is brought, ¢ 


nian The heads are aml on 


the vies abe people then pot 





4 saucer witha ite wick, A layer of fat is spt 
ss the eyes and mouths of the two heads, some of 


“to suiohher Mala, who asks permission from 
fe officials and ryots to aer the cholam, 


yuts it : LS his er He Re gt 
° “shea mixed with bl , 





lee are killed at intervals during che! oe 
rocession. In the afternoon, the carcases of | 
s offered the night before are taken away t 
and Madigas. One is cut open, and some: 
cooked near the shrine. Part of it, with some 0} 


rest is eaten by Malas. The remainder of 1 
ges is divided among the Malas and Madigas, wh 
be to their own homes for a feast. The carcase 
lambs belong to the Malas and washermen. 

of the barren sheep is the perquisite of 


officials, jroo the Kurnam, being a Brahm 





front of the shrine, and a large earthen basin, ab 
_ feet in diameter, is then filled with gingelly oil ai 
» on the top of the heap, a thick cotton wick being 
in the basin and lighted. The animals are all wo 
. a with the usual namaskaram (folded hands rai 
the forehead) before they are killed. This slaugh 
"victims goes on all day, and at midnight about t 
or twenty-five buffaloes are sacrificed, their heads 
~ cut off by a Madiga pijari (priest), and, together 


of the Pariahs) shout ne the rest role 
oe have only two or three torches to 


Re Sait sttzict the evil spirits, wh 
and do Shem; some injury, t 





and these are carried in procession through 
to the sound of tom-toms. All castes follow, sh 


‘ood deal of fighting and disturbance during this pro- | 
sion, but now the police maintain order. When the ae 


Mi then.all bathe in the canal, and return ho 
the last day of the festival, which, I may rer 


one 


me Aisa leaves are tied round the cloth. 





14e exhibition of its most ghastly scenes, to 1 
minds of an ignorant people with a beliefs in ft 


* Messengers. are sent off to give intimation of t 
| fixed for the jatra to the Bynénivadu, Bbutaba. 
and Poturaju, three of the principal actors in 


after having its horns painted with saffron (turme 

~ adorned with margosa leaves, is taken round the - 

“in procession with tom-toms beating, and sp 
© devoted to the sacrifice of the goddess Peddamn 

be Sunkulamma on the morning of the Tuesday o 
“the ceremony is to take place. The village pot 

/¢arpenter are sent for, and ordered to have re 


ed as naivédyam to the i oS In som 
pony e image, of clay, is made. Meanwhile t 





m, to be offered as kumbham at the proper. time 
f ‘dark, when these preparations are over, the enti 
community, including the twelve classes of v: 


asic iclaying to the house of the village potter. T heres Z 
mage of the goddess is duly — and a- 


crificed on the ayek and several limes are cut and 
away. Borne on the shoulders of the potter, thes 

is then taken through the streets of the village 
nénivadu and Asadivandlu dancing and capering all® 


prey and the streets ering erenches with the ee 


yer 


A pot . 
: painted Soi, in from the néfine of the 












unity, who might have taken vows to offer sa 
to the goddess on this occasion. While the car 

going on, a strict watch is kept on all sides, to 
A Xs no outsider enters the village, or steals away any 


















blood to his village. The sacrifice being over, t 

and leg of one of the slaughtered buffaloes are 

from its body, and placed before the goddess with 

" inserted into the mouth of the head. Over this he 
' placed a lighted lamp, which is fed with oil and bu 

fat. Now starts a fresh procession to go round 


- village streets. A portion of the kumbham or bh 
| stained rice heaped up before the image is gath 


two or three baskets, and carried with the p oce 
«by washermen or Madigas The Bhutabaliga 
pester forward in a state of perfect nudity, with his 


clean shaven from top to toe, and smeared all ov 





ne g Birally ¢ the day dawns, and the goddess is brou: 
to her straw temple, where she again rece? 
ings of cooked rice from all classes of people 
illage, Brahmins downwards. All the while, 


bese.” “The jatra ends with another ioe 
ssion, in which the images of the goddess, borne . 


the heads of the village potter and carpenter, are’ ) 
ried to the outskirts of the a. where they are left. j 


takes home a straw, which he preserves as a 
From the day the ceremony is commenced 


yw 























t doubting the statement of the sai that 
rahmin, took him as 





~ such rapid progress that he became the ~ 
- favourite of his master, who was so much plea: 
him that, at the close of his studies, he married ] 
his daughter Sunkulamma. The unknown yout 
with his father-in-law till he became father 
- children, when he requested permission to returt 
native place with his wife and children, wh 


journey. On the way he met a party of Mala’ pe 

who, recognising him at once asa man of their 07 
' and a relation, accosted him, and bégan to tall 
~ familiarly. Finding it impossible to conceal t 
‘i from his wife any longer, the husband of Sun 
confessed to her that he was a Mala by caste, 

moved by a strong desire to learn the Hindus 
which he was forbidden to read, he disguised | 
a Brahmin youth, and introduced himself to her 
_and compassed his object ; and, as what had bee 





















e following additional information in connectiolf 
Eine jatra may be recorded. In some places, on a 
y fifteen days before the festival, some Malas 
’ procession through the main streets of the village 
out any noise or music. This is called migi chatu . 
announcement). On the following Tuesday, the - 


= 












(washerman). On the jatra day, he brings it 
orated, and sets it up on the Gangamma mitta 
mma’s dais). In some places, this is a permanent 
. and in others put up for the jatra ata fxeat "4 





‘of which a the hamlets of the Malas. The. 
Govindoo by name, “ was a groom in the empk 


~ missioned on one occasion to take a horse toa ¢ 
: town. He was executing his commission, when, © 
way, and not far from his destination, the animal 
; and fell into the Krishna river, and was swept. 
- the current, and poor Govindoo could not help 
_ knowing the choleric temper of his employer, 
“order to avoid a scolding, he roamed at larg 
eventually fell in with a company of Sadhus, 


disciple, and it was probably because of this _ 
¢ character that some people regarded him as a 


a rogue. 





“At Vanavolu, in the Hindupar taluk of er 
t district, there is a temple to Rangaswam 
ch the pijari (priest) isa Mala. People of the 
tes frequent it, but do their own pija, the M 
ied aside for the time.* 


ijas get from them whenever they want to worshi 
r, The following story is told to account for thi 





ioe strongest, are Arava, Kanta, Murikinadu, Pa 
nd Reddi Bhami. To these may be added $ 


es child j in abetiestion for the animals, and the "Mala 
_ the news to his wives, one of whom eloped with a 
“and gave origin to the Reddi Bhimis (bhimi, 
Another ran away, and gave rise to the Pake 
eastern Sate: A third hid seas and sri 


settled down in the Telugu country, and a 


ee uy, 


and customs of the Mal Some 
send pan), Malas. _ They » em 





(right are section is again divided into (a) 
ymalavaru, (4) Pdkunativaru. The left-hand 
aita) section are Murikinativaru. 
; ofesses to account for the existence of the 
a aBjons. When Wixebahnaya went’ < the rescue 


ee The wives got some inkling of what was 


Tene 


in store for them, and one of them took refuge in th 





ord that she should on no account allow the 
‘to taste cream. One day, however, the boy 
‘ed some cream 1 which had been scraped from 


LO 


ae udu in great anger, and caked him what he had done, 
to his credit be it said, the boy told the truth, 
Paraméshvarudu cursed the lad and all his descen le 


\. of the Malas—the unclean.” 

-- ‘The Malas have, in their various sub-divisions, ’ 
~ exogafhous septs, of which the following are exampl 
(a) Reppi Buty. 

7 Katika, collyrium, 
Naththalu, snails. 
Paida, money or gol 
Pilli, cat. ‘ 
Rayi, stone. 
Samiudrala, ocean. 
Silam, good conduct, 
Thanda, bottom of a 
measuring grain in iy 


r es hing-floor. 


() POxUNATL.- 





Boori, a kind of cake. 
. Ballem, spear. 
* Bomidi, a fish. Malle, jasmine. 
-Challa, butter milk, Putta, ant-hill. 
Chinthala, tamarind. Pamula, snake, 
Duddu, money. Pidigi, handful. 
Gali, wind. Semmati, hammer. 
Karna, ear. Uyyala, see-saw, 
Kaki, crow. 
(2d) DAINnDLA. 


e . 
Dasari, priest. Marri, Ficus dengalensis. 
Doddi, court or backyard. Pala, milk. ‘ 
Gonji, G/ycosmis pentaphylla. Powaku, tobacco, 
Kommala, horn. Thumma, Acacia stg 


ae with thatch or palmyra palm leaves) are 
invariably placed quite apart from the Yap 1 


ne oral so gradually the distance of their 
‘the village is becoming less. In the © 
oa where from early times every ae 





ng expedition comes not amiss to some. 

as belong to the subjugated race, and have 

€ into the servants of the community. | 
| aoa in former Suey their atric had to 


a remuneration fot service rendered. Originally, § 
~ Jands were held quite free of taxation, but, sin 
eavent of the British Raj, the village servants ha 
oc paid a certain sum per month, and, whilst’ 


ise EC iow been assessed, and half the actual tax has to ra 
to Government. The services rendered by the 


_ are temple service, Lass or festival service, and villa 
es 


ts cavenging, races burdens, and grave-digging, 1 
“das having been their perquisite for long ages. Accord 


7 


rr, the price ESE according to the positior 
ee the deceased, but I hear that, in our 4 





H s their own ined “Though eed their inam lands ae | 


ensive, they have been, in the majority of cases, 
The Malas of the western part ‘ 
@ Telugu country are of a superior type to those of 


with the most primitive instruments. In one corner of, 
m stands the loom, with a hole in the mud floor t 
sive the treadles, and a little window in the wall 
*] with the floor, lights the web. The loom itself is 
‘from the rafters, and the whole can be folded 1 i 
yut away in a corner. As a rule, weaving las 





e had set up in his nie to teach the peopl 
se of a eis kind of  srnsiieite to take the pla 


_ many attempts to improve on the customs and met 
of India. At present the thread used for the - 


- cotton awe in the district. The Mala weavers / 
» not provide their own cotton for the clothes they w 


FS aye 


vie 


fields, pay the women a few annas for spinning it, 
“then pay the men a regular wage for weaving it % 


esas = 
a 


were Tambilam (little mans is. 


n to the earliest arrangements for a future. 
ies : 





‘but ‘the Kapus give them the cotton from their ow 


so much the better ; the bride will ; 
3 eect smonget them. If not, the parents of the yo 
‘along with an elder of the caste, set out in search ¢ C 
br ide amongst new people. 
hey do not make their object known, but let it appear | 


iat they are on phe! business. ae a discovered 


= God's will, so let. it be ; return in eight 
ys nd we will give you our answer.’ If, wi 
e, there epeitd be death or trouble of any 


pay the second visit, id 





FF ocintions, which is called Pedda Tambal 
place at the home of the future bride. _ Before: 


a takes with him as a ETE for 
fried dal (pea: satan ee. 





grains of rice are arranged on it according 

in pattern. This is the bridal throne. After bat 
, the girl is arrayed in an old cloth, and seated on 
savers beam placed upon the blanket, with her f 
ards the east. Before seating herself, however, 

“worship towards the setting sun. In her op 
s betel is placed, along with the dowry (usual 


t sixteen rupees) brought Hi her future father-in-la 


posed to give a necklace of silver and ‘pedal anc 
| nose jewel. As these things are being talkec 


ig it, into a circle about the size of a nockeaes 


pales 


are ties on . it a a peculiar knot. After smeari rea 


Sah any of the betel in his hands fall, 
Pein the bride's neck, Should any ¢ 





and the tall, which is usually about the size of a sixp 
S vorn round the v woman's neck. T he goldsmith i is 


e's people and itiemits, to inform them th 
wus day has been fixed, and bidding the 
sremony. In all probability, before the pi 





